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ALTA JUSTICE COURT - Class IV Court 

COURT SECURITY PLAN - November 5, 2023 

 

I. INTRODUCTION, PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

The Alta Justice Court is held monthly, almost exclusively in a virtual setting (WebEx). In the event that 

an in-person meeting is requested, court will be held at the Alta Community Center. The courtroom is 

located on the second floor of a building that also houses the local library, a couple office spaces, and the 

post office. This plan outlines procedures taken to ensure the safety and security of all courtroom 

participants as well as providing an environment conducive to orderly proceedings. 

II. SECURITY STAFFING 

A full-time deputy of the Alta Marshal’s Office attends each court session and performs the duties of 

bailiff. The bailiff is uniformed and armed. Additional armed deputies of the department appear for the 

arraignment and trial sessions of their particular defendants and assist with courtroom security. 

III. PROTECTION OF COURT STAFF AND PARKING 

Court staff arrive somewhere between 20-30 minutes prior to the start of each session. The deputy 

marshal shall be on site to observe that staff have parked and entered the courtroom without interference. 

The deputy shall also supervise court egress from the courtroom to their vehicles. 

IV. PHYSICAL SECURITY OF COURTROOM 

Outside and inside the courtroom shall be searched for any dangerous material prior to each session, and 

again at the end of the court session. The courtroom shall be locked while court is not in session, or space 

is being utilized by other authorized entities. Removable physical barriers shall be placed to separate the 

bench, counsel’s areas, public seating, and prisoner seating when applicable. 

V. HANDLING OF PRISONERS 

Prisoners at the court are an infrequent occurrence. However, when a prisoner must attend the Alta Court 

they shall be transported, handcuffed, and searched by an Alta deputy. The court entrance will be closed 

off from the public while bringing the prisoner in. Additional deputies shall attend court when prisoners 

are present. The bailiff shall ensure prisoners are seated in a separate area and are closely monitored. 

VI. WEAPONS 

A hand-held magnetometer wand will be used by the deputy marshal to screen out the introduction of 

concealed weapons into courtroom proceedings. 

Legally carried weapons (other than peace officers as defined by Rule 3-414 (8) of the Utah Rules of 

Judicial Administration) shall be removed from all courtroom participants, receipted to their owners, and 

stored in a locked container in the adjacent firehouse until the court participant has exited the facility. 

Illegal weapons and contraband of any kind shall be seized by the bailiff. 

No knives, firearms, chemical dispensers, stun guns (or like object that may be considered to potentially 

cause personal harm) shall be permitted into the facility. 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS 

The bailiff shall at all times maintain the ability for radio and telephone contact with Alta Central 

dispatch. 

VIII. MISCELLANEOUS 

The deputy/bailiff shall maintain visual contact with all courtroom activities. The deputy shall ensure that 

proper conduct is adhered to by courtroom participants. Non-compliant/disorderly persons shall be 

removed from the courtroom. 

The facility is equipped with emergency exit lights in case of power outage. 


