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Dear Alta voters and property owners, and community members more generally,  

I am writing about changes in how we will pay for fire protection and emergency services in the Town of Alta.  

As I have explained in detail in an earlier newsletter article (Fire Costs), external forces including Brighton’s 

incorporation, state and county actions, and refinements in the Unified Fire Authority’s (UFA) accounting 

procedures, led to Alta facing large, unavoidable increases in our fire protection and emergency services costs. 

I have worked hard on this problem for about six months, supported by the town staff and informed by 

discussions with the Town Council. 

Our choice finally came down to this: Does Alta continue to be a direct contracting member of the UFA and 

increase taxes on its property owners itself, or does Alta join the Unified Fire Service Area (UFSA) and have its 

property owners taxed directly by the service area? Here are the approximate costs of the two choices 

(updated at the UFA finance committee meeting on April 16th): If we were to remain a direct contracting 

member, given our recent percentage usage of Station 113 at Snowbird, our costs for 2020-21 would be about 

$723,000; the cost for membership in UFSA for 2020-21 would be about $553,000. Under either scenario, 

property taxes would have to increase substantially from current levels because we can’t meet these costs 

otherwise. 

Joining the UFSA is clearly the better option, I think, both because the total cost is less and for other reasons, 

as I outlined previously. The Town Council voted at its meeting on April 8th to approve a resolution seeking the 

expansion of the boundary of the Unified Fire Service Area (UFSA) to include the Town of Alta. You can see a 

public notice of the proposed boundary adjustment and public hearing here. 

I can share some good news, however. After the Town Council vote, I provisionally worked out an arrangement 

with the UFA that will save our taxpayers about $200,000 over the coming year. The Town of Alta will remain 

at its current rate for the remainder of 2020, and then join the UFSA in the middle of its budget year in January 

2021. Our property owners will see an increase in their property taxes, but not until they receive their tax 

notices late in 2021. So, this arrangement at least keeps immediate expenditures at the status quo and delays 

the need to pay a higher amount by a year, so the change to the UFSA stings a little less than it might have. 

(The arrangement still needs to be approved by the UFSA board next month, but the board’s finance 

committee, the board president, and the Chief of the UFA all support the arrangement.)  

To be clear: I see no way for our fire protection and emergency services costs to remain lower than the 

$553,000 joining the UFSA will cost the Town. If the boundary adjustment does not occur, the town will have to 

begin paying the full contracting rate of $723,000 on July 1, 2020. I wish there were a better option, and I 

understand that many will feel this solution is not only painful but unfair given our historically low costs for fire 

protection and emergency services, but there is no magic wand to conjure up a less expensive alternative. I 

urge you to support the Town Council’s decision to join the UFSA (you don’t have to do anything to be in 

support).  

Please feel free to ask me or the Town’s staff if you have any questions. 

Mayor Harris Sondak, Town of Alta 

https://townofalta.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-3-8-Fire-and-First-Responder-Costs-Memo-to-Town-of-Alta.pdf
https://townofalta.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-5-4-Notice-of-Proposed-Boundary-Adjustment-and-Public-Hearing_Alta-003.pdf

