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The Talk of
the Town
Alta Ski Area opened for the 2014-2015
ski season as scheduled on Friday, November 21st, offering skiing from the Wildcat,
Collins, and Sunnyside chairlifts. The first
major storm of the season arrived the next
day, providing several feet of much needed early-season snowfall and allowing
skiers to venture off the main runs.
The Alta Chamber and Visitor’s Bureau
(ACVB) is proud to promote its new website, which debuted in November 2014.
ACVB’s website address has not
changed—discoveralta.com—but the
look, feel, and function of the website has
been completely revamped, and it will
provide anyone interested in coming to

to secure comprehensive funding for Utah’s
Unified Transportation Plan, which focuses
heavily on establishing “active” transportation systems, such as urban trails, bicycle
infrastructure, and public transit. Success in
this initiative could provide the Town of
The Town of Alta and Alta Community
Enrichment hosted staff enrollment assistors Alta significant new resources for local
transportation infrastructure.
from United Way 2-1-1 at a Health
Insurance Enrollment event on WednesGeorge Priskos, long-time UDOT Shed
day, December 10th at Our Lady of the
Foreman for Big and Little Cottonwood
Snows. This event was free and open to
Canyons as well as many other major
the public. If you or someone you know
roadways in eastern Salt Lake County, is
needs health insurance, please visit
takecareutah.org or United Way 2-1-1 at retiring from many years of service before
the end of 2014. Managing roadway conuw.org/211/ for more information.
ditions on Little Cottonwood Canyon road,
Town staff has attended regular meetings also known as highway 210, is a tall order,
of the Utah League of Cities and Towns and we want to thank George for his commitment to keeping our community safe
Legislative Policy Committee in anticipaand accessible.
tion of the 2015 Utah legislative session.
We are focusing on several issues related
to local taxes and revenue, including an
effort by the Utah Transportation Coalition
Alta a modern, attractive, one-stop
resource for lodging, events, and
transportation options, while also functioning as a resource for locals.
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The Talk of the Town, continued from pg. 1
Alta Ski Lifts Company board of directors
member Henry Laughlin passed away in
August of 2014. Henry was passionate
about Alta—the ski area, the community,
and the landscape—and we will all miss
his presence here in town.

Photo by Scott Markewitz
Liam Fitzgerald, long-time Utah
Department of Transportation Avalanche
Safety Program Supervisor, retired from
over forty years of service to Little
Cottonwood Canyon on October 31st. Liam
first arrived in Little Cottonwood Canyon in
the summer of 1971, having been recruited
to the original ski patrol at Snowbird. Prior
to that time, the United States Forest
Service was responsible for all avalanche
hazard mitigation on ski area special use
permit areas, but with Snowbird’s opening,
the USFS began to pass the responsibility
along to specialized teams of staff at
individual resorts. Liam was the first person
in the United States to be a ski area “snow
safety” director, and reputable sources
attribute the term itself to Liam.

The Alta Planning Commission has been
discussing the possibility of allowing
condominiums in the Base Facilities Zone
for several months. When the Base
Facilities Zone was created, condominiums
were prohibited in order to preserve the
vitality of Alta’s hotel economy. Some Alta
property owners have acknowledged that
condominiums could be included within
larger improvement projects. As the
Planning Commission continues to discuss
this complex issue, a central theme will be
possible conditions under which condominiums could be included in hotel renovation
projects.
At the December meeting of the Alta
Town Council, a significant amendment to
the Town of Alta Base Facilities Zone
Ordinance passed by a vote of 3-2. This
new ordinance establishes new restrictions
on building height, lot coverage, yard
regulations, and other aspects of building
design for areas zoned “base facilities.”
Please review this ordinance at townofalta.com/about_new.php.

Alta Planning Commission Member Jan
Striefel will resign from over 25 years of
service to the Alta community at the end of
2014. Jan’s background in planning and
landscape architecture was an invaluable
asset to the Town of Alta, and we will miss
her seasoned perspective on issues of
development and design in Alta.
In October, Town of Alta staff completed
a Pre-Hazard Mitigation Plan in partnership with Salt Lake County Emergency
Management. The plan contains an assessment of hazards present in the Town of
Alta, an assessment of risk to losses from
those hazards, and descriptions of hazard
mitigation strategies. Every jurisdiction in
Salt Lake County was asked to prepare
such a plan, and each of these plans will
be included as an annex to Salt Lake
County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan. The Town
of Alta plan has been submitted to the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) for review and acceptance, and
the Town will then formally adopt the plan.
This plan is a public document, and your
input on its contents is encouraged, as
annual review and updates to the
document are required by FEMA. Please
visit townofalta.com “breaking news” to
find this document and get involved. 

In 1996, Liam was recruited to direct the
Little Cottonwood Canyon avalanche safety
program. Under Liam’s guidance, the UDOT
LCC program became one of the world’s
most respected avalanche hazard forecasting and mitigation operations. This firmly
established Liam as a legend in the history
of avalanche forecasting, and indeed as an
historical figure in the Town of Alta, which
depends on the hard work and professionalism of Liam’s successors to maintain
vehicle access and a standard of public
by Alta21st,
Marshal
Tom Bolen
safety in our community.
Skiers await first chair on opening day at Alta Ski Area,Photo
November
2014.
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A partnership of local organizations including Friends of Alta, the Alta Environmental Center, and Tracy Aviary have installed bird feeders in the open space in
front of the Town of Alta offices, to compliment the “Birding in Alta” program.
Stop by to learn which species are currently present in Alta; donations of black oil
sunflower chips—or of cash for purchase of bird seed—are welcome.
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Message from the Mayor





Mountain Accord is a comprehensive,
collaborative regional planning initiative
intended to make long-term decisions
about the future of transportation, recreation, economic, and environmental
“systems” in the central Wasatch Mountains. Readers of this newsletter probably
know that I have been deeply engaged in
the executive committee of Mountain
Accord, along with many other public
officials from Salt Lake, Summit, and Wasatch Counties, leaders from environmental
groups, business representatives, and
representatives of federal agencies.
In November, the system group portion of
Mountain Accord Phase One concluded
with a two-day gathering of the executive
committee focused on combining the
idealized futures prepared by each
system group. This “retreat” generated
points of consensus on issues that could
shape the future of Alta and Little Cottonwood Canyon in significant ways. A few
highlights from a very long list of consensus
items include:

Further evaluation of transportation
options in the Cottonwood Canyons
Allowance of limited development at
Alta and Brighton around future
transit stations, within existing
disturbed areas, and within existing
water contracts
Establishment of high-use recreation
areas and design of recreation
infrastructure suitable to meet
increasing demand; current ski areas
such as Alta are considered preferable areas for continued high use

Of course, the executive committee retreat
did not hammer out all the details. Instead,
we have agreed to extend the timeline of
Phase One to include a few additional
weeks to negotiate key issues which
remain unresolved, such as:





Future ski area expansion in the
Cottonwood Canyons
Transportation proposals which
include Little Cottonwood Canyon and
connections to the Wasatch Back
Land swaps between the USFS and
Cottonwood Canyon ski areas

Mountain Accord will be high on the agenda for the Town of Alta over the next
several months. Please log on to Mountainaccord.com, and stay tuned for a
Mountain Accord Open House in the
Town of Alta in February. Although the
next official public comment period will
not begin until January 26th, now is an

important time for the people of Alta to
become involved in Mountain Accord.
Meanwhile, the Town is working with a
Salt Lake City consulting firm to prepare a
study of possible “town center” concepts in
Alta’s commercial core. This study is based
on information from several previous
visioning efforts, which culminated in
revisions to the Town of Alta General Plan
in 2013, and on long-term Town of Alta
planning concepts, such as the possibility
of creating a “community center” facility,
and encouraging a more robust yearround economy. A prominent element of
this study is the possibility that a major
new transit system could one day be
established in Little Cottonwood Canyon,
which is currently being evaluated in
Mountain Accord.
The purpose of this study is to provide
visual representations of how a community
center and a transit facility might blend
with current development, and shape
possible future development in the Town
of Alta commercial core. The concepts
resulting from the study will be used to
facilitate conversation about the future
of the Town of Alta’s economy, built
environment, and transportation
infrastructure.
It is truly a critical time to get involved
here in the Town of Alta. Please, stay
tuned!
—Mayor Tom Pollard
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Top Ten Winter Energy Saving Tips
Save energy and money this winter with
these wattsmart tips:

5.

1.

6.

2.

3.
4.

When you are home and awake, set
your thermostat as low as comfortable. We recommend 68°F or below
in the winter. When you are asleep
or out of the house, lower the setting
by several degrees. Use a programmable thermostat to automatically
adjust the temperature in your home.
Cover drafty windows with a heavy
duty, clear plastic sheet on the inside
of window frames during the winter.
Set your water heater to 120°F and
drain your water heater annually.
Wash clothes in cold water, and
wash only full loads.

7.
8.

Use your dishwasher at full capacity,
and air dry dishes instead of using the
dishwasher’s drying cycle.
Switch to compact fluorescent light
bulbs. Energy-saving CFLs are available for a variety of fixtures. They provide high quality light and smart technology, plus they use less energy and
last longer than incandescent bulbs. For
light closest to an incandescent bulb,
choose CFLs marked “warm white.”
Set refrigerator temperature between
37°—40°F and your freezer at 0°F.
Unplug old refrigerators in garages or
basements that might be used as storage, but are inefficient and not fully
utilized. Better yet, have your old refrigerator or freezer picked up for

proper recycling and earn a cash
incentive.
9. Unplug appliances and electronics
when not in use. Plug home electronics, such as TVs, DVD players and
computers into power strips and turn
off the power strips when the equipment is not in use.
10. Improve your home’s heating and
cooling systems by cleaning or replacing furnace filters and scheduling
routine system maintenance to help
air flow through the system more
efficiently.
From: rockymountainpower.net/res/
sem/het/twest.html

Notes from the Marshal’s Office
skiers. Local Information Line: (801) 7423403. Please call this number before calling Alta Central directly for nonemergencies.

Winter parking regulations are in effect.
Cars may ONLY be parked overnight
(12AM — 8AM) in DESIGNATED
NORTHSIDE parking areas. A map of
these locations can be found outside the
Post Office and online. If you have any
doubt about where to park, call Alta
Central, or visit: townofalta.com/
about_maps.shtml

Visit townofalta.com/road for updated
road conditions/interlodge status, and
visit canyonalerts.org for comprehensive
information about how to stay up-to-date
with conditions and restrictions on Highway
210. Follow Alta Central on Twitter at
@altacentral, and follow UPD at
@canyonalerts.
Tune into AM530 for road status and closure/interlodge information.

The Alta
Marshal’s
Office
wishes to
extend our
sincere
Dawn Patrol Closures are issued by the
thanks to
Marshals Office, Unified Police DepartFriends of
ment, and the U.S. Forest Service and reAlta for
strict backcountry access to certain areas
north of Hwy 210 when avalanche control their efforts
to recover
work is being planned. Violation of the
the large
closure order is a class B misdemeanor.
interpretive
Please respect these closures and help
plaque
ensure the future of the highway avalanche program and safety of backcountry stolen from

Memorial Grove in August. The plaque has
been reinstalled in its original location.
The Marhsal’s Office would like to extent
a friendly reminder that all dogs permitted in the Town of Alta need to be kept on
a leash as required by Town ordinance
2014-O-3, 3-13-2014.
To access all Town of Alta ordinances
online, visit: townofalta.com/
gov_ordinances.php
-Alta Marshal Mike Morey

Please dig out cars parked in town within
12 hours of a storm, so that license plates
are visible and vehicles are accessible.
Non-compliance will result in a citation.

Please dig out vehicles within 12 hours of the end of a storm! Hint:
neither of these are “dug out...”
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Alta Events Calendar
December

For more information on ACE, Friends of Alta, Alta Environmental Center community events, please visit altaarts.org/
events, friendsofalta.org/support/volunteer, cottonwoodcanyons.org, or find Alta Environmental Center on facebook.com

11

10 AM

Alta Town Council Meeting-Alta Community Center/Library

11

545 PM

ACE Yoga Class-Our Lady of the Snows

13

1 PM

ACE Holiday Art Market-Our Lady of the Snows

15

4 PM

Alta Planning Commission Meeting-Alta Community Center/Library

15

630 PM

Piano Performance by Shannon Corey-Our Lady of the Snows

27

630 PM

ACE Event: Coldsmoke Film Tour-Our Lady of the Snows

30

10 AM

Cottonwood Canyons Foundation Snowshoe Naturalist Tour—Location TBD

January
8

10 AM

Alta Town Council Meeting

8

545 PM

ACE Yoga Class-Our Lady of the Snows

12

9 AM

Alta Environmental Center/Friends of Alta/Tracy Aviary Winter Bird Survey—Location TBD

13

3-8 PM

ACE Event: Acupuncture Community Workshop-Our Lady of the Snows

16/17

530 PM

ACE Event: Telluride Film Festival

24

10 AM

Cottonwood Canyons Foundation Snowshoe Naturalist Tour—Location TBD

February
2

4 PM

Alta Planning Commission Meeting-Alta Community Center/Library

9

9 AM

Alta Environmental Center/Friends of Alta/Tracy Aviary Winter Bird Survey—Location TBD

11

TBD

Salt Lake Valley Mountain Accord Public Open House

12

10 AM

Alta Town Council Meeting-Alta Community Center/Library

21

10 AM

Cottonwood Canyons Foundation Snowshoe Naturalist Tour—Location TBD

Staff Contact Information:
John Guldner, Town Administrator: jhg@townofalta.com
Kate Black, Town Clerk: kswb@townofalta.com
Piper Lever, Assistant Town Clerk, Justice Court Clerk,
Business License Official: plrem@townofalta.com
Mike Morey, Town Marshal: mmorey@townofalta.com
Chris Cawley, Assistant Town Administrator, Newsletter Editor:
chris@townofalta.com
Town Council Contact Information:
Mayor Tom Pollard: mayor@townofalta.com
Cliff Curry: cliffcurryaltautah@gmail.com
Elise Morgan: elisedmorgan@gmail.com
Paul Moxley: pmoxley@djplaw.com
Harris Sondak: harisssondak@gmail.com
General Town Information:
www.townofalta.com
Town of Alta Phone: (801) 742-3522 or (801) 363-5105
Town of Alta Fax: (801) 742-1006
Post Office Phone: (801) 742-2142
Library/Community Center Phone: (801) 742-2068
Justice Court Phone: (801) 742-2407
Alta Central Info Line: (801) 742-3403
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