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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The Albion Basin is located in 

Little Cottonwood Canyon, 

immediately to the east of the Salt 

Lake City area in Utah. Albion 

Basin envelops the small 

municipality of Alta and much of 

the Alta Ski Area. Heavy visitation 

in Albion Basin is typical during 

the summer months due to its 

proximity (less than a one-hour 

drive) to the Salt Lake County 

metropolitan region, its abundance 

of wildflowers and recreational 

opportunities, and the scenic alpine 

setting that it offers. The current 

popularity of Albion Basin and 

projected increases in area population and tourism is contributing to increasing concern 

about user demand with regard to sustainable visitation levels, recreation, transportation 

and natural resource protection. The purpose of this report is to develop an understanding 

of baseline conditions through detailed data collection efforts and preliminary resource 

analysis, as well as to develop a range of summer season recreation and transportation 

alternatives for Albion Basin that aim to protect resources and distribute visitors in a 

sustainable manner.  

The focus of this effort is to address transportation access options for high-use weekend 

days and holidays during the summer season when visitor demand is highest and most 

challenging to manage. For purposes of this study, the operating season was considered 

to be 20 days over approximately 10 weeks between mid-July and mid-September. It was 

assumed that the potential new access provisions described for the alternatives would 

only be implemented on the 20 days in each season with high visitation; however, in the 

future implementation may occur on additional days depending on the actual number of 

weekend days, holidays or other high-visitation days to be addressed.   

The Town of Alta currently bears a significant management responsibility for summer 

visitation. The Town funds road maintenance, law enforcement, shuttle operations and 

staffs the visitor information booth. The nonprofit Friends of Alta provides funding to 

support booth operations. Increasing visitor management efforts are required by the 

partners each season. Future operations will be difficult to sustain under the current 

conditions when increased tourism and population is considered. 

Wildflowers in Albion Basin Wildflowers in Albion Basin 
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BASELINE CONDITIONS 

As part of this effort, characteristics and conditions of transportation infrastructure 

(roadways, trails, parking, transit and other elements) were inventoried, along with 

information on overnight accommodations and natural resources. A large data collection 

effort was also undertaken during a five-day period in July 2009, resulting in detailed 

information on traffic counts and visitor accumulation, parking activity, pilot shuttle use 

and trail use. A brief summary of baseline conditions is provided here. A complete 

description of baseline conditions is detailed in Chapter 2 of the Final Report.  

TRANSPORTATION INFRA STRUCTURE 

 Albion Basin Summer Road extends 2.5-miles from the end of Little 

Cottonwood Canyon (Utah State Highway 210) to Albion Basin Campground and 

is open from early summer to early fall.  

 The Summer Entrance Booth is a temporary, staffed booth located near the 

entrance to Albion Basin Summer Road. It is staffed from approximately 8:00 

AM to 5:00 PM all days except Tuesday in the 2009 summer season. Visitors are 

notified when parking in Albion Basin has reached capacity and are encouraged to 

walk, bike or use the pilot shuttle (on weekends only). 

 The Pilot Van Shuttle Service operates on weekends from mid-July to early/mid-

September during the hours of 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM. The pilot shuttle is 

voluntary and free of cost, and serves three stops: The summer entrance booth, 

Catherineôs Pass Trailhead parking lot and Cecret Lake Trailhead parking lot. 

 Parking is available in two designated parking lots in Albion Basin (Catherineôs 

Pass Trailhead and Cecret Lake Trailhead parking lots) and in certain roadside 

locations along Albion Basin Summer Road. Parking is also currently available in 

the Town of Alta and near the summer entrance booth. 

 Three USFS maintained trails exist in Albion Basin: Albion Meadows Trail, 

Catherineôs Pass Trail and Cecret Lake Trail. Bicycles are allowed on all trails 

except for Cecret Lake Trail.  

 Utah Transit Authority (UTA) Summer Season Bus Service is provided via 

Route 990, which serves the Snowbird Ski Area and Town of Alta with one trip 

up-canyon in the morning and one trip down-canyon in the evening.  

 Vehicle types on Albion Basin Summer Road were found to be predominantly 

passenger cars (91%), pickups or SUVs. The average vehicle occupancy for 

vehicles accessing Albion Basin Summer Road was found to be 2.4. 

TRAFFIC COUNTS AND VISITOR ACCUMULATION  

 Traffic Counts: Approximately 1,400 vehicles (total trips in both directions) used 

Albion Basin Summer Road on Sunday, July 19, 2009. Figure ES-1 illustrates 

daily traffic counts on Albion Basin Summer Road, summarized by eastbound (in-

bound) and westbound (out-bound) movements.  
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FIGURE ES-1. DAILY 24-HOUR TRAFFIC VOLUMES ON ALBION BASIN SUMMER ROAD 
(JULY 19-21, 2009) 

 

 Peak Vehicle Accumulation: A maximum accumulation of over 130 vehicles 

(present at one time) occurred on Sunday, July 19, 2009 at 12:00 PM within 

Albion Basin (see Figure ES-2). 

FIGURE ES-2. ALBION BASIN SUMMER ROAD ACCUMULATED VEHICLES 

 

 Peak Visitor Accumulation: A maximum of approximately 420 persons 

accumulated in Albion Basin on Sunday, July 19, 2009 based on the observed 

average vehicle occupancy of 2.4 persons, and on visitors who entered the area on 

the pilot shuttle (see Figure ES-3). Peak accumulated persons is estimated to be 

between 500 and 550 people when those walking/running, bicycling or staying at 

private residences and campgrounds are included in the estimate. 

Albion Basin Summer Road                                                                                                                                                 
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FIGURE ES-3. PEAK ACCUMULATED PERSONS 

 

PARKING ACTIVITY  IN ALBION BASIN  

Parking demand at the two desgnated parking lots within Albion Basin was sampled over 

four days. The hourly utilization and length of stay were documented. 

CATHERINEôS PASS TRAILHEAD PARKI NG LOT 

 Parking Capacity = 24 spaces 

 Average length of stay = 2.1 hours 

 Parking use is at or exceeds capacity for much of the day on weekends after 9:00 AM. 

FIGURE ES-4. CATHERINEôS PASS TRAILHEAD DAILY PARKING LOT OCCUPANCY 
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CECRET LAKE TRAILHEA D PARKING LOT  

 Parking Capacity = 30 spaces 

 Average length of stay = 1.9 hours 

 Parking is at or exceeds capacity for several hours of the day on weekends after 

9:00 AM. 

FIGURE ES-5. CECRET LAKE TRAILHEAD DAILY PARKING LOT OCCUPANCY 

 

PILOT SHUTTLE USE 

 Two to three shuttle vans (15-passenger) typically operate on weekend days with 

headways (time between bus arrivals at any location) ranging from 10 ï 20 

minutes. 

 Ridership on the pilot shuttle has steadily increased since implementation of the 

shuttle in 2006. The 2009 season experienced an average of 460 one-way riders 

per day. 

 Pilot shuttles traveling towards Albion Basin (in-bound) typically approach or 

exceed capacity between 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM. Shuttles traveling away from 

Albion Basin (out-bound) typically approach or exceed capacity between 1:00 PM 

and 5:00 PM. 

TRAIL USE 

 Activity on all trails peaked on Saturday, July 18, 2009 during the 11:00 AM, 

12:00 PM or 1:00 PM hour, presumably due to the Wasatch Wildflower Festival 

Activities. Sunday (July 19, 2009) trail use peaked on all trails during the 12:00 

PM, 1:00 PM and 2:00 PM hours.  

 The Cecret Lake Trail is the most highly utilized trail by hikers in the Albion 

Basin, and experiences nearly three times more hiker activity than the Catherineôs 

Pass or Albion Meadows trails.  
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Cecret Lake Trail 

CECRET LAKE TRAIL  

 This trail is the most highly utilized trail in Albion Basin. A daily average of 

1,370 two-way hikers (both existing and entering) on weekend days and 870 

hikers on weekdays were observed.  

 Although bikes are prohibited on Cecret Lake Trail, up to 25 total bicyclists were 

observed on the trail. Despite being the only trail that prohibits bicycle use, Cecret 

Lake Trail experienced the second highest level of bike activity. 

FIGURE ES-6. CECRET LAKE TRAIL USE COUNTS (JULY 2009) 
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CATHERINEôS PASS TRAIL  

 This trail is the second most highly utilized trail in Albion Basin. A daily average 

of 480 two-way hikers (both existing and entering) on weekend days and 215 

hikers on weekdays was observed.  

 Bicycling is allowed on this trail. Up to five bicyclists were observed on the trail.  

FIGURE ES-7. CATHERINEôS PASS TRAIL USE COUNTS (JULY 2009) 
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